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country has no main roads bridged or metalled
throughout, while the chief means of transport are
the Brahmaputra steamers and the Assam-Bengal
Railway, the latter being of but limited capacity.
In view of the unexpected always occurring, and
trouble coming from without, to be most likely
accompanied by trouble from within, a grave situation
might arise in regard to these rich provinces of Assam
and Upper Burma.

The interest into which this borderland has sprung
may, it is hoped, favourably affect the matter of
communications in both provinces, as the present
condition of most roads would prove a very con-
siderable difficulty in moving large bodies of troops
in the event of prolonged and extensive military
operations in either Assam or Upper Burma.

Many people argue that there is no danger to this
side of India owing to its difficulties in the way of
mountains, forests, and rivers ; but they are probably
unaware of the fact that China carried out only a little
over one hundred years ago what has been spoken
of as " the most remarkable military achievement
known," namely, when she moved an army of 70,000
men over 2,000 miles of most difficult mountainous
country at great altitudes through Thibet into Nepal,
defeating the Goorkhas at Tengri Maidan and crush-
ing them at their capital. What they effected then
in setting all these impediments at naught, it is not
unreasonable to suppose could be done again.

The Burmese also, as we have seen, invaded and
took Assam early in the last century, the forests and
difficulties of the Patkoi mountains proving not insur-
mountable to them. Huge stones set up and carved